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A Harlequin Bug collected near a
nuclear power plant in Three Mile Island
called Governor's Stable. The shield is bent
and the vellow form s asymmetrical.
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ft was indended that ruests al ihe M -"!r'lrlr-'.".'g.r'r Flatel shovded
I|'.r'.r'." like ey niveri frutbleng r.rl,h fid Irm-m.l' s I.f_.'.'lf'frr'_ Tell 1wy ahout

s cf the maost rnteresting lomes you have visited?

Just last week we travelled through northern Ttaly rest-
ing in a4 small mountain village lor lunch, We joined a
couple of old South Tirol peasants at their table. Old
and single, Without a wife all their lives. They lived on
A mountan with people still almost cut off from the
outer world.
After a couple of glasses of red wine, we offered 1o

take him back 1o his home, which was a couple of
kilometres away. Arriving there was a highly emotional
experience. He told us his sad but at the same time
happy life story as we drank his self-made Schnaps. His
home was a small ancient chalet was given to him as a
twenty-two vear old by his ;._'II.Lll.rH.iThl.'l'. who |1'i|:'1 tedl
his daughier and him for a long nme, since he was an
autl-of-marnage babv. The old man was a brutal man,
but after his mother died giving birth to him, the

grandfather felt guilt and gave him this shed.

Uhar was hitv-five vears ago, And evervithing from the
prctures at the wall o the bed has the same age. He
doesn't understand why he never found a woman that
liked him. He lived his life, had three gquality cows
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that made his living, and only allowed nice people to
visit him. Belore we lelt he wold us, that there is only
LA Ih'ln'_; im his hite that he regrets, or a wish, “1 wish |

woutld have at least one illeginmare child.”
Homes have a story, And the story makes the quality.

.!ulf.rr.' Fi II'.u-'r.'.' F-'rrn_r_: 7 rrunlr.'lu'r.r."a."r ciriel .l'gnn.lr'.l'_*, l,h.l'.r.l.-'.rﬂ, ishaad ather
factors contribnate to the ‘new iypology of a hotel'? What X fre-
rienees frud forward your unique brand of hospitality?
[vpology is not a word | would use. Evervthing that is
built by characters with a passion, not driven by money,
but by creating something original that comes out of
themselves, Something that cannot be o opied. The
hotel is an extension of us, like our own (s, Itis a
tribute 1o Berlin, And the way we manage it is a tribute
1o how we think good business should be done. 1f vou
want to natl i down, 1t is a tamily hotel with people no
bound together by blood but by the same motivation,
We built room types tailored to what we believe are
modern travel constellations: small famalies, a group
of friends, single business people, or artists on the
road. Our hotel has elements of Inends” hangout, of

a concert stage, of design-loving, ol luxury, of life on

a budget, of a place that wishes to be a gate to the city,
Not a replaceable island within.
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NO PLACE
LIKE HOME

[

wi by Cohiarntelle Trinh
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Michelberger Holel was designed lo
provide a warm and genuine stay, withoul
compromising on the quality of hospitalily.
Our Berlin Associate finds out why there is
really no other place quite like il.

Branal Of Howdes — 68 My Wy Bark Home
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Howe elevyour feel about the pradual change that s hafrrening
ey Bevlen aned the sudden tnflux of creative tmmigranids over

Mo yeerrs?

U lowe i Lake every g city, Berlin has something thal
TIER e 11|.1n i las, The ]”“.1-:"" visli are here the more
ventt nnelerstand i,

Maces ke onr horel express this spirit, And 1 really
wish that more investors trust what they find, see and
cxperience here and build on it Instead of copy and
prasimng thangs vou hind in any other major city. This s
why those immiagrants feel inspired to come and stay
heve The comparisons with New York are ambinous,
b o acsmaller seale, Berlin has the chance 1o con-
stanth move into new areas, while increasingly build-
e astronger cconomic base. Without immigrants
\nd Berlin plays and incorporates
change inevery aspec

there s nov |]-lr’|].:'='

Because i is not ahout owning buildings or apart-

s here i Berling s about puiting life into spaces,

s ot abont holding on, its about accepting change
vk mewing on with i Berlin is the capital of Anti-
Farabbishyment. s about the content, not about the

e That s the ¢harm
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With its unprredrctable cullure, there s hardly an uninter-

esting day in Berlin. What ittinerary would you plan for a
visthing friend?

['o Prinzenbad on a hot summer day. That's where al
Kreuzberg meets, in two ugly big swimming pools, Al
vou see is Kreuzberg people. It's colourful: a few smal
town gangsters, big families on hohday from the city.

To Restaurant Gino's in Wrangelstrasse. Best spifzle
in town. An Austrian /German kitchen, Affordable,
comlortable with good people.

« To sitin front of the rtwenv-tour hour Turkish Baker

or the Burgermester at Schlesisches Tor. People
watching in the middle of one of Berlin's most hap-
pening areas.

he Mechelberger hotel building was a former factory. You
retecened some of the rJ.l.r',[_r.u'.:.mi priterior elements and mixeed
Hreem unth frree retis colfectables found., What are some of the

maore anteresting featires?

Anja Knauer and Sibvlle Oellerich, our interior stylist

searched flea markets and house sales tor things that
carry a story. The little pictures on the wall from old
family albums, the grandma-knitted kitchen napkins

The eponymous Michelberger Hotel celebrated its fisi

birthday in August this vear. Already a local institanon
in Berlin, the hotel and its unique crew reflect the vinvs
distinct creative spirit by offering a novel approach to
the business of accommodation whilst contimnng 1o
experiment with fresh ideas.

Situated bertween the lively districts ol Friedowhshain
and Kreuzberg, just a stone's throw away rom the

last remaining remnant of the Wall, the Michelberger
Haotel 1s creating new stories out of old and [orgoten
ones, It is a contemporary hotel that looks more like
a flea market. The lobby feels like a living room, with
its large comty sotas and assortment ol used books. L
is spacious enough to give personal freedom, and cosy
enough for visitors to never want o leave, The do-it-
voursell vintage features are intentional, but not at all
contrived, The atmosphere is comfortable, quirky and
unpretentious. It is hard to tell the guests apart from
the stalt, as they all seem so relaxed and friendly.

The creators pride themselves on the unfinished

appearance of the place, which is svmbolic of then
regard towards change and evolution, and their desire
to be continuously ‘under construction’. We ask Tom
Michelberger, the man behind the hotel, to share his
thoughts on the journey so far.

used books in our book walls, the painter's studio
chairs, The walls where we left the different lavers
open show the different layers of paint that the build-
ing collected over the past hundred years.

What were the main frJ\f.f.'FFflrfln'l'I'\ i rrr,lr.lrururn"n""

Whatever we saw in our lives influenced our creative
decisions. We approached evervthing very raw and
virgin-like. We thought about things like it was lor the
first time. Doing things for the first time has magic to
i. | would recommend to anvone planning to build a
hotel, to not look at what or how others do it, but 1o
concentrate on what's within them.

Heave theve been regular guests or inderesting J|'.w";r.r1'.l.-r|’.'."n'-. Vool

hiroe met?

[hat is probably the most precious thing about being
a part of a hotel. Every day vou have new people com-
ing your way. Sitting in the bar at night, meeting the
regulars and talking 1o new ones, Talking about ideas

or just having a beer,

The hotel 15 also known for its "Baustelle parties” that have
.I'ar'flfu'.rf fio freelel iy focal network, Whal are some I'-"Ilr flie gi-r'ﬂ'l'

,f“l””""" we feie massed?
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You didn’t miss out on anvthing,. As long as vou stop by

here someday, at least once.

The Michelberger collectivoe is all about a way of doing things,

Wikt is et mexl indlendron?

We are working on many different ideas. At some
point, one will be ready to go. So far, they all don’t
have anvthing o do with another hotel. Another hotel
would be too boring, probably becanse now we know

how w do it

Finally, conuld you Ir‘.lnr:'.ﬁ"-f' shrre with us vour percefiltan of
"Constani?

It's something reliable. A private reference. An el
heat, my trust for my friends and i mysell, It's a base
that helps us handle all this change around us. The

stronger it is, the more yvou are able to do and give.

But in another way, life itsell is the only constant in life.
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